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Great Backyard Bird Count February Program 

On February 14-17, the National Audubon Society, along 
with the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, is hosting its 6th  
Annual Great Backyard Bird Count.  Help us make this a 
great nationwide event! 
You don't need to do anything to register in advance.  Just 
select a site (most choose their own backyard) and count 
the number of birds you see.  Note each species and the 
largest number you see at any one time.  At the end of the 
day, report your results via the internet at the GBBC web-
site.  For more information, go to the GBBC website at 
http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/ for detailed information 
on participation. 
Audubon will provide sites to report results if you don't 
have access to the internet.  Call the phone numbers be-
low for details.  The Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis has 
planned a couple of ways you can participate.  On Satur-
day, February 15, we have three choices for you: 
♦  From 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at Springbrook 
      Nature Center in Fridley  
♦  From 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Westwood Hills Nature 

Center in St. Louis Park   
♦  From 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at Wood Lake Nature 

Center in Richfield 
There will be Audubon members to help with bird identifi-
cation and some binoculars will be available to bor-
row.  Come with friends, watch, and have fun with others.  
It is anticipated that some Audubon members will be 
hosting parties where birding enthusiasts can gather to 
observe birds or to gather before departing to their favorite 
birding site to do their counts.  Pass this information to 
everyone you know.  Host your own party for your friends! 
There will be prizes for participants, especially those who 
decide to join Audubon during the Count.  For more infor-
mation about prizes or other general information, call Jerry 
Bahls at 763-572-2333 or Tom Mahan at 763-588-5440, 
or any Board member (see page 2). 
Hope to see you counting! 
                                                 —Jerry Bahls 

On February 4, Steve Weston of the Minnesota River Val-
ley Audubon Chapter will present a lively and informative 
program on the 12 species of owls found in Minnesota. 
Steve will discuss their calls, nesting habits, and behav-
iors. Most importantly, he will explain how to find them and 
how to call them out. He promises to teach us a successful 
call that is not found on any of the tapes! 
 
Originally from New York City, Steve migrated to the Mid-
west and settled in Minnesota after graduate school. Here 
his passion for birding began in his backyard on Quigley 
Lake. For the last 12 years, he has introduced many peo-
ple to the pleasures and excitement of birding as a field 
trip leader for Audubon, Dakota County Parks, and the Boy 
Scouts. He is active in Audubon and the Minnesota Orni-
thologists Union and frequently drives across the state to 
follow up on rare bird sightings. His family has felt the 
need to resort to limiting his access to binoculars, espe-
cially while driving! 

How would you like to have your old, unused (but still 
good) optical equipment go to a good home?  
 
At the April Chapter meeting, we are going to have a table 
available for a “Swap Meet” to give you an opportunity to 
sell your old binoculars, spotting scopes, cameras and 
birding books.  Twenty percent of the sale price will be do-
nated to the Chapter (yes, this a fund raiser for the Chap-
ter). 
 
Here’s your chance to do something for the Chapter and 
recycle some of that stuff that is going unused...more de-
tails to follow. 

“Optical Swaptical” 

Don’t forget the Cookie Social prior to the program at 6:30 p.m. on February 4th… 
Please bring a plate of cookies to share and join your fellow Chapter members for some treats and 
socializing before learning all you ever wanted to know about Minnesota owls! 
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President     Tom Mahan       763-588-5440 
Vice President   John Arthur   952-931-0819 
Treasurer    Lee Zurek   612-825-3419 
Secretary     Nancy Witt   763-533-2130 
Board Member   Jerry Bahls   763-572-2333 
Board Member   Dorene Scriven  612-922-4586 
Board Member   Louise Cameron 612-825-2675 
Board Member   Jean Kelley   763-862-1421 
Board Member   Bill Sipe    763-537-6397 
Board Member   Lisa McDonald  612-721-2672 
Board Member   Dorothy Kuether 952-926-4205 
Board Member   Mary Ellen Vetter 763-561-1761 
Board Member   <open> 
Birdathon Coord  <open> 
Bluebird Recovery  Dorene Scriven  612-922-4586 
Camps/Hunt Hill  Marion Borell  612-866-1266 
Camps/North Woods Bob Nelson   952-933-7340 
Conservation    <open> 
Education Outreach Mary Ellen Vetter 763-561-1761 
Field Trips Chair  Terry Brashear  612-929-1976 
Field Trip Leader  Tom Mahan   763-588-5440 
Kingfisher Editor  Kim Halek   763-427-8656 
Lending Library   Dorene Scriven  612-922-4586 
Mailing     Jerry Bahls   763-572-2333 
Membership    Jerry Bahls   763-572-2333 
Park Feeders   Tom Mahan   763-588-5440 
Programs    Lisa McDonald  612-721-2672 
Publicity/Exhibits  Bill Sipe    763-331-1223 
Sales      Jean Kelley   763-862-1421 
Social      Helen Weides  612-824-6268 
MOU Rare Bird Alert       763-780-8890 
Minnesota Audubon       651-739-9332 
 
 
John Arthur    jarthur@visi.com 
Jerry Bahls    bahls001@tc.umn.edu 
Terry Brashear   terence.p.brashear@syntegra.com 
Kim Halek    khalek@mninter.net 
Dorothy Kuether  dkuether@juno.com 
Tom/Phyllis Mahan  mahan-mail@att.net 
Dorene Scriven   scriv001@tc.umn.edu 
Lee Zurek    leezurek@msn.com 
     
 

Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis 
www.geocities.com/audubon.geo/ 

 
Minnesota Audubon  

www.audubon.org/chapter/mn/mn/index.html 
 

National Audubon Society 
www.audubon.org 

Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis 
2002-2003 Contacts 

Come to Our  
Next Program! 

Electronic Kingfisher 

SUBSCRIBE TO THE KINGFISHER 
ELECTRONICALLY! 

Contact Jerry Bahls at  
bahls001@tc.umn.edu 
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DATE:  Tuesday, February 4th “Owls in Winter” 
 
TIME:    Cookie Social at 6:30 p.m.,  
             Program begins at 7:30 p.m. 
 
AT:    Mayflower Church (Lower Level) 
     109 E. Diamond Lake Road, Minneapolis 
     (35W & East Diamond Lake Road) 
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   After the successful hatch of nine Wood Duck ducklings 
the year before, I was looking forward to the next season.  I 
put a door in the nesting box so that I could check on the 
nest.  I cleaned the box and put new sawdust in it.  In early 
March, I mounted it on a metal pole (I used a 10-ft. metal 
1¼- inch diameter electrical conduit).  The box was mounted 
so the hole was about 9 feet above the ground on a slope.  I 
didn’t have to wait long.   
   About 5 days later, I observed the first pair of wood ducks 
in a large cottonwood tree along the river.  A couple of days 
after that, I saw the first female sitting on the box.  After a 
few more days, I noted a female going in the box, although 
with some difficulty. During the next two weeks, I noted her 
comings and goings from the box, indicating she was proba-
bly laying eggs in it.   Then I observed her leaving in the 
evening, which indicated she was incubating.  The next 28 
days or so was passed making sure she was still incubat-
ing.   
   On a bright, sunny, warm Sunday morning, my wife and I 
observed the female sitting in the box entrance.  She stayed 
longer than the 30 seconds that she usually did before she 
left for breakfast.  We knew this was the sign we were look-
ing for!  This meant that the hatch had occurred the previous 
day.  We feverously retrieved the camera to document what 
was about to occur.  We were concerned because about an 
hour earlier we had observed a cat prowling in the area. The 
female duck sat in the box entrance for about 15 minutes 
and then flew down to the ground.  Almost immediately a 
duckling came flying out of the hole.   
   THE JUMP WAS ON!  A second duckling appeared and 
launched, then another, and another, then two almost at the 
same time, then another...After each duckling hit the ground, 
they huddled around the new mother.  When the last one hit 
the ground and joined the rest, the ducks moved en mass to 
the river bluff and down the steep slope to the river.  My wife 
and I rushed out to watch them enter the river and try to de-
fend the new family if the cat was nearby, but it wasn’t nec-
essary.  We watched as the mom and youngsters swam 
swiftly up the river.   
   Eleven ducklings (one egg remained unhatched) had 
jumped and made it safely to the river.  It was another day of 
unspeakable joy to see this event. THE JUMP is thrilling to 
watch! 
                                                 —Jerry Bahls  

(2nd in series on Woodduck observations)   

   This past December, one of my business friends invited 
me down to Florida.  She tempted me with ospreys building 
a nest on their boat dock and tales of birds, lots of 
birds.  Ignoring my sparse bank account, I went and was 
greatly rewarded for such daring.The place I visited was 
Pine Island, a place still more residential and agricultural 
than touristy.  And there were birds. 
   The first full day of the trip, my hosts took me out into Pine 
Island Sound by boat.  As we cruised into open waters, we 
noticed a small island that seemed to have a lot of bird activ-
ity around it.  As we neared, the sky above us was awhirl 
with black birds that had tremendous spans to their narrow, 
pointed wings (up to eight feet) and trailing forked tails—
Magnificent Frigatebirds.  Although staying closer to shore 
than most pelagic (sea-going) birds, frigatebirds are nor-
mally seen only high in the sky where they may be identified 
by their profiles against the blue.  These birds do not land on 
water as many pelagic species do; they land only to roost 
and to breed.  They make their living by pirating the catch of 
other birds so that they never have to risk getting their feath-
ers wet.  When pirating is not an option, they will forage in 
flight, taking food from the surface of the water.  They are 
very fast and adept flyers.  I had never even seen a Frigate-
bird before and now I was surrounded by dozens, if not a 
hundred. 
   The small island in the Sound was covered with the birds: 
adult males, which are all black except for an inflatable red 
throat pouch; females  with white breasts; and juveniles with 
white heads. The red throat pouch of the male Magnificent 
Frigatebird is inflated when they are in their nesting and 
breeding territories; we had obviously discovered a breeding 
colony.  Many of the mangroves that made up the island 
were covered with the birds all vying for attention with their 
red throats.  It was truly an awe-inspiring sight. 
   The back waterways around Pine Island yielded many 
other treasures besides the great wading birds that one 
would expect.  We observed several feeding parties of Ro-
seate Spoonbills and I was even able to photograph an im-
mature which had not yet acquired the Pepto-Bismol colora-
tion of a full adult.  We saw a Bald Eagle take a fish out of 
the Sound and perch on a channel marker to eat his catch.  
There were loafing American White Pelicans and Double-
crested Cormorants were everywhere. 
   The ospreys did not disappoint.  When I first arrived the 
activity at the nest was sporadic, at best.  The male would 
bring a stick and place it on the nest platform and then go off 
and just sit around for a while.  By the end of the week, he 
was flying around with a fish to impress the female with his 
ability to provide for her.  On my final night, he sat on the 
nesting platform all night with a fish.  That must have done 
the trick because the next morning the female joined him on 
the nesting platform.  Then the stick-gathering got very seri-
ous.  A couple of days after I left, the pair were mating. 
 
All those birds and fresh seafood and citrus fruit to boot!                                                 
         —Vija Kelly 

Uncommon and Wonderful 

A big “thank you” to our Chapter members who served 
refreshments at the MOU Paper Session on December 
7th:  Helen Weides, Fran Duritsa, Ed Thom, Sylvia 
Winkelman, Dorene Scriven, Jim Egge, Trudi 
Paquette, Vija Kelly, Mary Ellen Vetter, Phyllis Mahan, 
Jerry and Donna Bahls, John Vickery, Lisa McDonald, 
Bill Sipe, John Arthur, Pamela Deerwood, and Dorothy 
Brindle (Hey, look! Some new names!) 

Wood Ducks, Part Two... 
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Calendar of Events 
  
 February 
      4 Cookie Social,  6:30 p.m. 
   Chapter program, 7:30 p.m. 
   “Owls in Winter” by Steve Weston 
  11 Chapter Board Meeting, 7:15 p.m. 
   * Field trip: Sax-Zim Bog (Aikin County) to  
   look for owls, contact Terry Brashears 
 
 March 
   4 Chapter program, 7:30 p.m. 
   “Backyard Wildlife Habitat” by Vija Kelly 
  11 Chapter Board Meeting, 7:15 p.m. 
 
 April 
   1 Chapter program, 7:30 p.m. 
   “Monarch Migration” by Prof. Karen  
   Oberhauser  
    Also, Optical Swaptical (see pg. 1) 
 

 See you on the birding trails! 
 

All are welcome to the Chapter Board Meetings! 
Call President Tom Mahan  for details... 

National Audubon Society Chapter Membership 

NAME__________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS______________________________________ 
 
CITY __________________STATE ______ ZIP ________ 
 
Send this application and make check 
payable to: 
National Audubon Society 
Chapter Membership Data Center 
PO Box 51001 

LOCAL CHAPTER 
Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis 
PO BOX 3801 
Minneapolis, MN  55403 
Chapter Code:   M02 
     7XCHA 

    Yes, I’d like to join!  Please enroll me as a member of 
the National Audubon Society and my local chapter at 
the special introductory rate of $20!  Please send 
AUDUBON magazine and my membership card to the 
address below. 
    Yes, I’d like to join!  As a senior citizen or student, I 
am able to join for only $15! 


